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Commute trends of CMAP region 
freight and manufacturing workers 



Minimal change in regional commutes  

 
Small annual increases in commute time 
and distance add up.  

 
Time spent in traffic has grown from 18 
hours per year per commuter in 1981 to 
71 hours per year in 2012.  

As development in metro Chicago has expanded outward 
from the urban core in recent decades, average commute 
times and distances for all workers have increased.  



Commute time, 2003-2013 



Commute distance, 2003-2013 
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Freight workers, by workplace and residence 



Manufacturing workers, by workplace and residence 

 


